EVEN UNDER
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES,
OUR LORD IS ONLY
PREOCCUPIED WITH
FOOD.
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WELL THEN, SHALL WE
BEGIN THE DINNER?
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IT'S BEEN A WHILE
SINCE I'VE SEEN YOU,
LADY RAPPELT.

SINCE | WAS

LIVING IN THE EAST

STATE, | HAD VERY
LITTLE TO SEE.




LADY DUPRET, HOW
HAVE YOU BEEN?

FINE. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CONCERN.

HOWEVER... MISS
DOROTHEA, WHY ARE
YOU HERE?

HAVE YOU COME
TO SEE SIR RAPPELT
AS A REPRESENTATIVE
OF YOUR FAMILY?

AH... MY FATHER
1S BUSY, SO | CAME TO
HELP HIM WITH SOME
WORK.




OH, WHAT ABOUT
SIR RAPPELT?
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THERE MUST BE A
LOT OF TOP SECRET
INFORMATION,

WILL MISS
DOROTHEA SEE IT
ALL?

NO WAY.
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| JUST HELP WITH
SMALL ERRANDS.

WHEN IT COMES TO TOP
SECRET INFORMATION, I'M
MORE CONCERNED ABOUT

MISS CECILIA.




| WONDER (F WE
CAN COMPLETELY TRUST
THE DUPRET FAMILY'S
DOVETAILL...

DUPRET SWOKE
COMPLETE LOYALTY
TO HIS MAJESTY
CARLISLE.

THE FACT THAT |
CAME THIS FAR IS
PROOF OF THAT.

MISS CECILIA
MIGHT BE A 'THROWAWAY
CARD’, RIGHT?

HOW CAN You
SAY SOMETHING
LIKE THAT...!




SIR RAPPELT
JOKES TOO.

DON'T YOU KNOW
THE VALUE OF ‘CECILIA
DUPRET’ IN SOCIAL
CIRCLES?

el

OH, | HEARD THAT
CECILIA |5 POPULAR
WITH MEN.

A= 15
-

KAISCANS.COM 3%

&

i e, ik '

.
e ¥ - . -
. s - o =l iy
" i e T L L]
,J'- 1 -- . o3 ..'
' B TN
'.-. ‘.? i
. vy g L
o e :
Y e L -
- ; % . y
g Eae :
v
[ ’ b
- M g
. [y ! IJ :‘-

: '-‘_'. '..ll ol
_',*'.f".h_‘..‘t_“"
W pe 1;_1.|I ft&,:i:‘:"‘:
T T AN
v !; L -
sy

THAT'S ALL A THING
OF THE PAST.

SIR RAPPELT
PROBABLY KNOWS




NOW...

ARE YOU SAYING
THAT YOU WERE HIS
MAJESTY CARLYSLE'S

NON-CANDIDATE?

ASHA IS
ALSO HERE!

______
----

- DON’T WOEEY :
. TOO MUCH, ASHA. :
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ASHA... ARE
YOU OKAY?

UH? THIS.
ISN'T IT PRETTY
COOL?

ISNT IT REALLY
DELICIOUS?

NO, THAT'S
NOT IT...

WHY? WHAT'S
GOING ON?

I’M SURPRISED YOU
READ THAT BOOK.

IT WOULD BE HARD
TO FIND IT IN SMALL
LOCAL CITIES.



IT WASN'T
DIFFICULT.

MY FATHER
BORROWED IT
FROM THE ACADEMY
LIBRARY.

OH MY, IT MUST BE
GREAT TO HAVE SUCH
A LOVING FATHER.

COUNT DUPRET
IS ALSO A MAN WHO
LOVES HIS DAUGHTER.

W VY

...IT SEEMS LIKE
THEY'RE SAYING GOOD
THINGS TO EACH OTHER,
BUT THE ATMOSPHERE
ISN'T VERY GOOD.
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| DIDN'T MEAN
TO TALK ABOUT MY
FATHER IN FRONT OF

COUNT PERVAZ.

YOU DON'T
HAVE TO WORRY
ABOUT ME.

| ALSO LIKE TALKING
ABOUT MY FATHER.

OH MY, REALLY?
HONESTLY, I'M A BIT
CURIOUS.

| HEARD HE WAS
A GREAT MAN, BUT
WHAT HAPPENED...




IT IS SAID THAT
HE LED THE WAR TO
VICTORY BY KILLING

THE ENEMY GENERAL.

AND AS A REWARD

FOR HIS MILITARY
SERVICE.

HE WAS GIVEN
THE TITLE OF THE
MARGRAVE OF
PERVAZ.

WHY ARE YOU
SO CALM?
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= IS THAT JUST IT7 §




...USUALLY IN WARS IN
WHICH THE IMPERIAL
FAMILY PARTICIPATED,

ISN'T IT NORMAL
TO GIVE TITLES TO
THE OUTSTANDING
SOLDIERS?

IS THAT NORMAL?

HUH? | HEARD THAT'S
USUALLY THE CASE.

THEN, IS IT TRUE THAT
YOU ACCUMULATED ALL
OF YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS
IN THAT WAY?

SINCE | HAVE NOTHING
TO EAT, SHOULD | PICK UP
SOMEONE ELSE'S GUNGONG
AND EAT IT?

PLEASE DON'T TREAT
MY FATHER AND ME THE
SAME WAY.
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CECILIA AND
DOROTHEA

THEIR BATTLE OF
NERVES TO TAKE THE
POSITION OF CROWN

PRINCESS

EVERYONE HERE
KNOWS IT



EVEN THAT BIG
S — GUY SEEMS TO
HAVE NOTICED.
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SHOULDN'T WE PRETEND
TO BE A MARRIED COUPLE
IN FRONT OF OUTSIDERS?




YES, CONTRACTUALLY.

THE CONTKACT CLEARLY
STATES THAT YOU WILL
FAITHFULLY FULFILL THE ROLE
OF WIFE ON PAPER.

YOU PROBABLY
REMEMBER THE COUPLE
PORTRAIT WE TALKED
ABOUT BEFORE, RIGHT?

OH, THAT... YEAH.




A PORTRAIT?
1A
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SINCE I, A MEMBER
OF THE ROYAL FAMILY,
AM MARRIED,

| NEED TO DRAW A
PORTRAIT AND SEND IT TO
THE IMPERIAL ARCHIVES.

YOU SHOULD HANG ONE
IN THIS CASTLE TOO.

LIONEL. HOW DID
YOU CHOOSE THE
PAINTER?

AMONG THE PAINTERS
THAT | CONTACTED

'‘FABIEN
RUSKOT” ACCEPTED
THE OFFER.

HE WILL PROBABLY
ARRIVE SOON.




FABIAN RUSKO

HE'S THE PAINTER
WHO WON THE GRAND
PRIZE THREE TIMES AT THE
IMPERIAL SALON, RIGHT?

OF COURSE, AN ARTIST
OF THAT LEVEL SHOULD BE
USED, FOR A PORTRAIT OF

HIS MAJESTY CARLYLE.

PERHAPS HER HIGHNESS
WANTED ANOTHER ARTIST?

NO, JUST...
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WEARING ALL KINDS OF
JEWELRY AND A DRESS

SITTING FOR HOURS

| DON'T THINK
IT SUITS ME.

+++|T 1S YOUR DUTY AS A
MEMBER OF THE IMPERIAL
FAMILY, SO DO YOUR BEST
EVEN IF IT IS UNFAMILIAR.




| RECEIVED A MESSAGE
FROM THE CAPITAL.
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*  WE FOUND EVIDENCE THAT YOUR MAJESTY:
f ANDCOUNT PERVAS WERE NEGLIGENT; IN:
THEIR'MARITAL RELATIONSHIP, AND THE
'MARRIAGE WAS ANNULLED...

? IF THIS TS TRUE,

YOU TWO HAVE TO
jj PROVE THAT YOU ARE A
(  REALCOWLE. |
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=—=__WHO ON EARTH WOULD ==
RECOGNIZE THAT AS A —=
= COUPLE...! -




